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THE - 
Oxford-Scholar's 
ANSWER 
To THE 


Biſhop of SARU M's 


NEW PREFACE. 


My LORD, 
[ AM forry I ſhould come out ſo late 


with my Anſwer to Your Lordſhip's 
New Preface z but the Truth is, I have 
2 great many Irons in the Fire, tho I 
make little on't: So that I could not well 
afford either the Time or the Pence to make 


my 
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my ſelf Maſter of the Book. But when I 
found the Preface was Printed by it ſelf, I 
could eaſily compaſs it. 8 


I perceive, My Lord, this Preface is the 


Child of your Old Age, which may make 
you haturally the fonder of it, and expect 


that now it is ſent abroad in the World, it 


ſhould be kindly. uſed. For my Part, I ne- 
ver was an Enemy to Your Lordſhip, or 
any of your Family. But ſince this young 
Traveller Ras been taught by Your Lord- 
ſhip to ſay hard Things of a kettain Nurſe 
and a Mother of mine, I think my ſelf in 
Duty bound to expoſtulate a little with 
Your Lordſhip about it. 


You tell the World, my Lord, that the 
greater Part of thoſe who come to be or- 
dain'd by You, are ignorant of the Holy 
Scriptures to a Degree not to be imagined. 
And that we may take Notice that theſe 
are neither gifted Mechanicks, nor recon- 
ciled Diſſenters, You ſay farther, that they 
charge their Ignorance on their Tutors in 
the Univerſities, who never put them-npon 
reading the Scriptores. This, You' ſay, 
fears Your Lordihip's Heart. Truly I am 
ſorry to hear that. If it were my Caſe, I 
would never vex my ſelf about it. 1 would 
evert fairly return them to their Tutors, 


with 


the Biſhap-bf Sarum's New Preface. 3 
with ati impabtial Account of their Perfor- 
ances ; and: if there were need of a e 
Ordination, I would find oat Perſons bet- 
ter qualified. 55 . 

£17 10 4} 

I ſhould: not 1 be Apes in * heat, 
my Lord, at your keeping ſuch Candidates 
out of the Church, till they underſtood the 
| Boſineſs of their:Fun&ion! better, But the 
bing that Ftake in dudgeon is this, that 
poau inſinuate to the World as if the two 
Univerſities were very idle Places, and did 
educate. but 'a ſmall Number of Men, of 

atly Ability = do Credit o Service 60 Re- 
| ligion. a RG * 11 1 1 N * 
T. Vis! nl 11 
0 win 1 had 5 Jeruſed Thai Lordſhip Ma- 
/  riuferipe bbfore: this'had been — off. 
| Icould cafily have foreſeen the double Miſ- 


chief which:Idind it has done. It bas given 
a great Handle to Diſſenters and other diſ- 
affected People: to run downcour two Uni- 
verſities, and" conſequently the Church, 
which derives the far greateſt Part of its 
| Miniſters from thoſe Fountains. And it 


has provoked the Univerſities to reſent 
| Your Lordihip's Repreſentation of them, 
ſince it is too well known that they are 
| overſtock'd' with Men of unexceptionable 
Qualifications for the Service of the Church, 
who would gladly accept of wy moderate 


Pre- 
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Preferments in it, if my Lords the Biſhops 
were once pleaſed to call them forth, and 
encourage them, 


Your Lordſhip remembers the old Diſtin- | 
ction between Men worthy and worthy Men. | 
I hope You take. Care to ſupply your 
Churches with the latter ſort ; (I mean ho- 

neſtly) and uſe Your Intereſt and Autho- 

rity, if needful, with Patrons to preſent 

ſuch. I hope You will not open the Door 

to the Men worthy, and then complain what 

.a Mortification You underwent to let Igno- 

rance into the Church ; while the worthy 

Men lie in obſcure Corners, far out of your | 
Sight, and cannot make themſelves known _ 

to Your Lordſhip by your Friend's Friend, | 
or Servant s Servant, Good my Lord, look '| 
about ; You may quickly cure your Grief 
of Heart, if ſuch Men can do it. | 


But I cannot undertake for them, that 
they ſhall anſwer Your Lordſhip's Expecta- 
tions in all things. And leſt this ſhould cre- 
ate you a new Vexation hereafter, you ſhall 
e' en have it beforehand. 


Firſt, I cannot promiſe that they fhall 

accept of Thirty or Forty Pounds a Year 

for their whole Subſiſtence. Not but that 

the Men are true Sons of the Church, _ 
wil 
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will gladly ſpend and be ſpent in the Ser- 
vice of it. But they ſay they will govern 
themſelves by ſuch Examples as they find 
within the four Seas; and they ſay, they 
remember no Inſtance of a Man, who has 
knowingly and willingly exchanged a bet- 
ter Condition for a worſe upon any Pretence 
whatever. Some of them are old enough 
to remember that Your Lordſhip was edu- 
cated in Scotland, and that you were pre- 
ferr d there. And they cannot imagine why 
Your Lordſhip ſhould leave ſuch a Country 
where there is ſo nuch need of bold ortho- 
dox Preachers, except it were in order to 
your own Advancement. Some again are 
as luſty, proper Men as Your Lordſhip ; 
and there go a great many Yards of fine 
Broad-cloth to make them a Gown and Caſ- 
ſock ; and they have juſt the ſame Appe- 
tites as you have, for eating and drinking. 
Nothing that is in Seaſon comes amiſs to 
them. They ſay, they could drudge at 
their Books tor ever, if they had but a fine 
Houſe andGarden to ſtretch their wearyLegs 
in, and good Champaign and Burgundy to re- 
vive their Spirits when they are ſpent. They 
ſay they have always been educated in So- 
ciety, and. they are afraid they cannot live 
in retired Places, without taking the Help 
meet. They have learn'd from Your Lord- 

= ſhip's 
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ſhip's Hiſtory of the Reformation, that for- 
merly, when Clergy-men were obliged to 
ſingle Lives, this Iſland abounded with Ab- 
beys and Monaſteries, where there was a- 
greeable Company for ſingle Men, and Pri- 
vacy for a Friend. But now, ſince thoſe 
Places are beaten down, the married Life is 
become as neceſſary for Clergy-men as for |} 
other People. They obſerve, that Your 
Lordſhip ſpeaks not one Word againſt it 
in all your ſaid Hiſtory ; and that you 
have teſtified your Approbation of it, by . 
entring into that State your ſelf, and repeat- 
ing it more than once. And they have ſo 
great an Opinion of Your Lordſhip, that 
they don't deſire to excell you in Spiritual 
Exerciſes, But you know, my Lord, that 
the Charge of a Wite and Children is not 
ſmall, eſpecially it a Man live in Credit and 
like himſelf. For theſe Reaſons they cannot 
accept of your ſmall Pittances, which You 
commonly allow to the greateſt Pains-takers. 
| If they cannot live by the Church, they 
muſt reſide in ſuch Places as can beſt afford 
them the Means of living, and turn their 
| Heads to other ſorts of Studies, any religious 
: . Vom or Prom ſe at Ordination to the contrary 
vot withſtandling. 


Second- 
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Secondly, I cannot promiſe that they 
will all agree with Your Lordſhip's Notion 
of Perſecution. They think that to make 
Hereſies and Schiſms penal, and to extend 
thoſe Penalties in ſome Degree to Body or 


Goods, ought not to be branded with the 
odious Name of Perſecution. I confeſs ald 


Goods are not much to be valued in an Age 
which produces ſo many nem Faſhions and 
Rarities. But if I durſt venture to mention 
St. Auguſtin with Your Lordſhip, I think 
we have him pretty ſure on our _ 

Side. For he ſays, * True Mar- ys 
tyrs, who deſerve that honourable Name, are 
not ſuch as ſuffer fir their Irregularities and 
impious Violations of Chriſtian Unity, but 
only ſuch as are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
fake. For you may ſay bat Hagar ſuffer d 
Perſecution at the Hands of her Miſtreſs Sa- 
rah But yet the Miſtreſs who infliGed it was 
righteous, and the Maid who ſuffer d it was 
unrighteous ——lf that muſt needs be the true 
Church which ſuffers Perſecution, and not that 
which inflict, it, let them as the Apoſtle 
what Church Sarah repreſented when ſhe af- 
flicked her Maid. He tells them ſhe repre- 
ſented the Heavenly Jeruſalem which is free, 
and is the Mother of us all; that is, ſhe was 
a Type of the true 3 of God. Tho, if 

2 - 
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all things be rightly conſider d, the Maid per- 
ſecuted the Miſtreſs more by her proud Reſiſt- 
ance, than the Miſtreſs did the Maid, by her 
Severity of Puniſhment. 


| Now, if I underſtand any thing of this, 
here is a great claſhing between two great 
Biſhops about the Notion of Perſecution x 
but whether we muſt adhere to the Biſhop 
of Hippo, or the Biſhop of Sarum, let o- 
thers determine ; I will not. take upon me 
to do it. However, the Latter renders his 
hearty Thanks that we are deliver d from 
this Remnant of Popery ; and fo we need 
not quarrel about it at preſent. 


But- Your Lordſhip's Argument againſt 
Perſecution, as you call it, ſeems to me as 
nem 2s your Preface: If we judge of this Ma- 
ter by our Saviour's Rule of doing to others 
what we would have others do to us, eur 
Comſciences would ſoon decide the Queſtion. 
But with Your Lordſhip's Leave, this is a 
Fallacy ; for this Rule admits of ſeveral 
Exceptions. And this is one, that it is not. 
practicable between Magiſtrates and Offen- 
ders. For the Offender wiſhes that the 
Magiſtrate would always pardon him; and 
the Magiſtrate cannot ſuppoſe himſelf in 
the Place of the Offender, but he muſt _ 

| the 
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the ſame: And yet he muſt not do it, for 
then what would become of Juſtice and 
good Government? And this is the very 
Caſe in (what Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to 
call) Perſecution, For when the Magiſtrate 
is to puniſh Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, he 
is not to conſider what he would have 
done to himſelf if he were the Offender, 
but he is to do as the Law directs. And 
ſo this Argument has loſt its Force. 


Thirdly, I cannot promiſe for theſe Gen- 
tlemen, that they will ſubſcribe every Ar- 
ticle of Your Lordſhip's Faith which You 
confeſs in this New Preface. They perſiſt 
in denying the Validity of Lay-Baptiſm, 
and they prefume that Your Lordſhip, what- 
ever Conceſſions You may make to Foreign 
Proteſtant Churches, will not allow the 
Validity of Presbyterian Orders among us, 
where they are ſet up in Defiance of a Re- 
form'd Epiſcopal Church ; but reckon their 
Miniſters unauthorized, and meer Laymen. 
And then they wonder that Your Lordſhip. 
ſhould give up all the Rights of the Church 
to them ſo freely as you do; that You 
ſhould ſo publickly and ſolemnly ratifie the 
Sacraments adminiſter d by ſuch Hands; 
that You ſhould ſo ſeverely cenſure thoſe 
who cannot acknowledge them. They 

; cannot 
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cannot imagine what ſort of Notion Your 
Lordſhip has of Church-Government, or 


how, according to your Conceſſions, it is 


poſſible to reſtrain Hereſie, and put an End 
to Schiſm ; or preſerve any Diſtinction be- 
tween Clergy and Laity. They have ex- 
amin'd Church-Hiſtories, and cannot find 
one Example of any Biſhop or Prieſt who 
ever yielded ſo much to the Uſurpers of 
their Authority, before Your Lordſhip's 
Time. I aſſure You, my Lord, they ſay a 
great many ſhrewd Things for themſelves, 
which have fully ſatisfied me that they have 
Truth on their Side. However, I muſt own, 
I am much ſurprized to find the contrary 
Doctrine ſo clearly aſſerted in your Confeſ- 
fion aforeſaid. I think Your Lordſhip and 
your Friends can do no leſs, for the Peace 
and Quiet of our Minds, than ſapport your 
Doctrine, not by rare and extraordinary 
Caſes, but by the uſual Practice of the 
Church; or elſe fairly retract, and give up 
the Cauſe. For it is a very hard Caſe, that 
we little Men who muſt live by our Pro- 
feſſion, ſhall be diſcountenanced and re- 
jected by the Principals on one Side or o- 
ther, becauſe we cannot reconcile Matters 
in. Diſpute between them. 


It 


— 
— — — — 
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It Your Lordſhip were in my Place, Yon 
would find it impoſlible to trim (as they 


call it) ſo well, but that You would be 


thought to incline to one Side more than 
another, and ſo would inevitably looſe all 
your Patrons in the oppofite Party; and 
be little or nothing valued by that to which 
You were reckon d. For which Reaſon 


we find it beſt to let it be known what our 


Opinion is as to Matters in Diſpute among 
us. And ſo I make bold to diſſent from 
Your Lordſhip in the Article of Baptiſm, 


_ tho' I may poſſibly diſoblige You by decla- 


ring it. However, ſince I cannot think 
otherwiſe at preſent, I hope Your Lordſhip 
will be as favourable to me, as You are to 
other Diſſenters, and then I ſhall have no 
Cauſe to complain. And this, I hope, is 
but a reaſonable Requeſt, For if I am con- 
vinced in my Conſcience, that our Diſſen- 


ters Orders, and by Conſequence all their 


Miniſterial Offices, are null and void, I 
ſhall deny them the Euchariſt, or Chriſtian 


Burial, orany other Religious Office which- 


is not to be perform'd to Perſons in ſuch 
Circumſtances, and rely upon Your Lord- 
ſhip's Indulgence for ſo doing, as much as 
they can do for coming to any of your 


Churches and Sacraments, or ſtaying away 
as they ſhall think fit. f5 


[ 
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In the laſt Place, I cannot promiſe for the 
Men I am ſpeaking of, that they ſhall give 
ſatisfactory Anſwers to Your Lordſhip's 
Queſtions, when they come for Orders or 
Inſtitution, Nay, I plainly foreſee, that 
ſome of them will be ſo amazed at Vaur 
Lordſhip's Preſence, that they will not be 
able to ſpeak three Sentences with a good 
Underſtanding, Perhaps they might have 
the ſame Reſtraints upon them even before 
fuch a filly Fellow asI am, were I Your 
Lordſhip's Chaplain, and appointed to exa- 
mine them: And perhaps I might acquaint 
Your Lordſhip with it. But I think I could 
not be prevail'd on to tell any Body elſe, 
much leſs all the World in Print, that they 
were ignorant beyond Imagination, and had 
not read enough to fit them for the Holy Sacra- 
ment. | have heard Your Lordſhip s Coun- 
trymen run Riot upon our Ignorance 1n 
much the ſame Terms. For my Part, I ne- 
ver durſt come to a Tryal of Skill with any 
of them in Company ; becauſe I know I 
cannot exert my ſelf fo freely, nor affert 
Things ſo roundly and readily as they can. 
But yet I believe you will all grant, that 
our two Univerſities have produced a far 
greater Number of able Divines, both for 
Preaching and Writing, than twice the 

Number 
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Number in North Britain ever did. And let 
me tell Your Lordikip, the Numbers which 
are pour'd in upon us from thoſe Parts, are 
ſome Hinderance to' our Improvements in 
Divinity, becauſe our Churches are hereby 
overcharged, I have been in Orders above 
a dozen Years, and have ſeen Foreigners, 
and reconciled Diflenters, and Men of ano- 
ther ſort of Education, taken into our 
Church, and well provided for in it, while 
IT have never been able to attain to more 
than Twerity Pountls a Year, and that al- 
ways precarious too, This h:s made me a 
poor Divine as well in Learning as Prefer- 
ment; becauſe having no Eſtate, I have 
been forced to imploy my Time another 
Way for my Subſiſtence. However, I durſt 
venture my whole Years Revenue, that 
whatever Subj:@ of Faith or Manners Your 
Lordſhip ſhould give me, I would make 2 
tolerable Sermon for a common Congre- 
gation, without the Help of any other 
Book but the Holy Scriptures. And yet I 
verily believe 1 ſhould not be able to an- 
fwer one Queſtion in Ten that Your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould propoſe in the uſual way of 
Examination. But it is next to impoſſible, 
my Lord, it is a great Rarity, for one that 
has ſpene Time enough in the Univerſity 
for 4 Degree and Orders, to be fo deplo- 
£44 C rably 
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rably ignorant of the Scriptures, as the 
New Prefa e repreſents. If his Tutor ſhould 
ſay nothing of them, he muſt conſtantly 
hear them twice a Day in the Prayers, and 
very often in Divinity-LeQures and Ser- 
mons, befides what every Body has of theſe 
Things in Print, But the Tutors do put 
their Scholars in Mind of theſe Things, 
and call them to an Account about them, 
as I know by Experience; and Your Lord- 
ſhip, I hope, will not draw a general Cha- 
rafter irom the Report of ſome few Per- 
ſons who are put to their Shifts for an 
Excuſe. | | 

[ 2m ſorry to find, that over and above 
the Weight and Burden of the Church, 
| Your Lordſhip is ſorely afflicted about Af- 
fairs of State, If I might preſume to be 
your Comforter, I would hint a few Things 
which might not be amiſs. Your Lord- 
ſhip is now ſtricken in Years, and (if I 
miſtake not) You have been mortified with 
the Funerals of three Wives. You are now 
in the State of Widowhood, and tho' You 
have been a ſtirring Man, and done a great 
deal of Bufineſs, yet thoſe Days are now 
done :- You ſee the Vanities of the World, 
and cannot endyre them. This makes You 
often alone; and Solitude makes You 
thoughtful z and Thoughtfulneſs in — 
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Day makes your Sleep broken, and diſtur- 
bed with Dreams and Viſions at Night. I 
who am a younger Man than Your Lord- 
ſhip, have found ſuch Effects of a ſolitary 
Life: For which Reaſon I intend to marry, 
as ſoon as I can get a good Wife: And if I 
were worthy to counſel Your Lordſhip, I 
would adviſe you to do the ſame. You 
may do it every Day ; and You know great 
Authorities for it. in the next Place, I 
would intreat Your Lordſhip a little to ſuſ- 
pet your own Temper, and ſee whether 
You are as little in your own Eyes as eve- 
ry Great Man muſt be, if he will be eaſie 
in all Conditions, You know ſome very 
great Men have grown melancholy and 

diſcontented becauſe their Counſels have 
been rejected, and Affairs have been ma- 
nag d by other Meaſures than they laid 
down. I wonder with what Eyes Your 
Lordſhip can ſee ſuch imminent Ruin hang- 
ing over this Church, when three Years 
ago You did not tell us of a Cloud fo big 
as a Man's Hand ; tho' other People appre- 
hended an uncommon Storm. I wonder 
with what Ears You ſhould hear the Noiſe 
of Weapons of War: louder than ever, 
when ſuch as You muſt allow to. be Great 
and Good Men, have been labouring for 
Peace, and have well nigh happily conclu- 


S& 3 died 
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ded it. Is not here too much of the o/d 
Leaven of Jealouſiet and Fears? If Your 
Lordſhip knows any Men, who are for 
bringing in « Perſon wha: bas had bis Breed: 
ing beyond Sea in an Abſolute Government, 
and that contrary to their Oaths, and the 
National Settlement, why don't You ſpeak 
out bravely, and tell us what their Names 
are, and where they live, and. what co- 


lour'd Cloaths they wear; and we will 


take them up and ſwinge them, betore 
they proceed too far. But to inſinuate this 
in general, leaves Room for Your Lord- 


ſhip's Party, whom You abſolve from any 


ſuch Deſign, to charge it upon all tha 
differ from them. And then I, or any o- 
ther harmleſs Man, who happen to diſſent 
from Your Lordſhip in ſome Things, may 


chance to get a broken Head in ſome Com- 


pany, only for asking where ſueh Defign- 

ers are. 7 A | 
Moreover, I think it is a Subject not 
very fit for the Lamentations of a Biſhop to 
deplore the Diſſolution of the Alliance, i. e. 
the putting an End to a long and bloody 
War among Chriſtians ; unleſs better Rea- 
ſons could be aflign'd for the Continuance 
of it, and good Aflurance given when and 
how it ſhould end. So that I gy; 
| ave 


bout this. ery 4997 
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have Your Lordſnip macerato Your Self 


I.. 


Furthermore, I would become a humble 
Suitor to Your Lordihip, tu crave yout 
Charity for an-Otd Soldier beyond 8e 
who has formerly been guilty of forme Ad 
ots and Exceſs; but he is now upon his 
laſt Legs. and he is reſolved tõ make ſome 
Atonement for the Sins of bis Youth, I 
know Your Lordſhip has heard of him be- 
fore, and has conceived a great Diſguſt at 
him for bis former mad Pranks. But I dare 


become Surety to Your Lordſhip for him, 


that for the future he will keep the Peace, 
and behave himſelf in a moſt Chriſtian Man- 
. . — o—_— 

But the Thing which I have the moſt 
impatient Deſire for, and which I believe 
is no where to be found but in Your Lord- 
ſhip's Hands, is that admirable Optick Glaſs 


„ which repreſents the Diſſenters as 4 hand- 
ful of People, true to our National Intereſts, 


not capable of doing us much Miſchief, who 
are contented with their Toleration, and are 
only deſirous to ſecure and maintain it. 1 am 
confident that the three Kingdoms cannot 


afford the Fellow of this Glaſs. I am 


ſomething curious in this ſort of —_— 
an 


—— — 
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and have a ſtrange hankering after it. It 
would deliver me from a thouſand ObjeRi- 
ons which I have againſt the Thing which 
You have diſcover d by the Help of it. I 
begg of Your Lordſhip therefore to take my 
Ignorance into Conſideration, and ſend me 
this ſovereign Remedy for it. 


And Tour Petitioner, as in Du 


ty bound, i 
Hall ever Pray, &. | 


F IVI S. 


